Africa: Continent of hope

Much has been talked recently about Africa as a continent of contrasts. African people are facing hazardous challenges such as poverty, starvation, conflict and crime, corruption and fragile state systems, etc. concomitantly. The top 0.5 % of the global population holds over 35% of global wealth (IMF) (https://twitter.com/theglobalist/status/334681940496117761.The Globalist), and many Africans are far from “elementary luxuries” now. As Erik Solheim, Chair of the OECD Development Assistance Committee, puts it, “today, roughly one-quarter of the world’s population lives in conflict-affected and fragile states. Despite vast sums of money spent aiding such states over the last 50 years, armed conflict and violence continue to blight the lives of millions of people around the world. (http://www.project-syndicate.org/commentary/a-new-deal-for-fragile-states-by-erik-solheim). Yet, nowadays-fragile states and conflict-affected communities are rampant across the African continent. Boko Haram in Nigeria, 167 million people of which make it twice as populous as any other African country, M23 rebel movement in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Somali pirates, recent socio-political earthquakes in Mali, just to mention few. As Aristotle says, "Poverty is the parent of revolution and crime." Many Africans are still living under $1 US dollar a day. Africa will see a 66% population increase by 2050, to reach 1.2 billion people (UN). (https://twitter.com/theglobalist/status/323517496818794499. The Globalist), the chances of conflicts and crimes drastically rise because of food, land, water issues and the like. 
There is strong sense afro-positivism developing on the continent. Africa’s recent economic progress, along with the democratic processes (political rights, human rights culture, civil liberties, elections), Africans’ common past, rejuvenated soul and Africans’ thirst for a success give hopes for a bright future. There is no doubt that the future looks bright and promising for Africa.  As J. Donnelly points out in “International Human Rights”(1997), In Sub-Saharan Africa, where one-party and no-party states remained the norm throughout the 1980s, political liberalization has been widespread. Although progress has been slower (and usually less deep) compared to its Latin America states counterparts, which have adopted the culture of holding open and free multiparty elections.
However, Africa’s democracy has been outstanding and commanding, despite of what some commentators and analysts believe. In March 1991, Benin’s Nicéphore Soglo became the first candidate in the history of mainland Africa to defeat an incumbent president in a democratic election. Even more surprising was the November 1991 defeat of Kenneth Kaunda, Zambia’s president for the first twenty-five years of its independence. Albeit consisting problems and a number of authoritarian regimes in Africa, that process of democratisation is recording an unprecedented upward trajectory now. Ghana is an excellent example. Economy doesn’t lack behind. As The Economist puts it, “Yet many of the countries whose well-being has improved most in the past five years are in Africa. This list is headed by Angola and includes Congo, Ethiopia, Lesotho, Malawi, Nigeria, Rwanda and Tanzania. All have enjoyed rapid growth in GDP per person. But they have also done well at translating that strong growth into improved well-being. Income growth per person has been above 5% a year in Ghana, Mozambique and Uganda, too. But increases in well-being have not been quite as rapid as in the best performers.” (http://www.economist.com/blogs/baobab/2013/05/developmentafrica?fsrc=scn/tw_ec/growth_and_other_good_things).
 Actually, the world has recorded a remarkable progress in poverty alleviation in recent years. As The Globalist puts it, “Poverty was reduced in just 5 years, from 1.3 billion people in 2005 to fewer than 900 million in 2010. Close to half a billion people.” (https://twitter.com/theglobalist/status/326345452993802240 ). This was mostly achieved thanks to the rapid economic growth in Asia, but Africa is surely and progressively catching up. To put it short, six of the world’s ten fastest growing economies of the past decade are in sub-Saharan Africa. And currently Sub-Saharan Africa has growth of 5.7% & 9 of world's 20 fastest growing economies. (Bloomberg Businessweek). (https://twitter.com/theglobalist/status/333643075253592064). 
Africa has become more relevant than in past, and its efforts and progress must be acknowledged. Africa is no more viewed as a resource provider but rather a fastest growing business environment with vast investment opportunities and has become an active participant in the global economy. The Chinese example is of particular interest. Stephan Richter, president of The Globalist Research Center, notes, “In fact, China is everywhere in Africa these days, both exploiting the continent's vast natural riches and pursuing infrastructure projects long promised but never quite delivered by the West. Yes, the continent has airports and cell phones galore, but due to the wholly insufficient rail and highway infrastructure, trade is still hampered in a manner reminiscent of Europe before 1820. In that sense, the initiatives undertaken by the Chinese in Africa now are the historical equivalent of what the Napoleonic wars brought to a country like Germany. They are a long overdue wake-up call to get rid of outdated traditions in order to advance to the age of modern commerce and trade. Given the ability to deliver projects on time and on budget, the Chinese offer Africa's governments and people a clean-cut deal: If you work with us, we will build it — period. No ifs, ands, or buts.” (http://blogs.hbr.org/cs/2012/09/how_chinas_approach_beats_the.html). African states are thus trying to get maximum benefits and also undertake independent economic policies as the reminiscences of the colonial past are still vivid. 
Yes, Africa has many problems to deal with but the younger African generation and the vibrant newborn African civil society are able to cast a shadow on the evil past and label a bright future. Africa is the continent of hope!
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