Notes for Aziz Pahad
Opening session
Her Excellency Dr. Stergomenta Lawrence Tax – SADC Executive Secretary
Esteemed representatives of the diplomatic corps
Distinguished Guests 
Ladies and Gentlemen
It is with great honour that I welcome you to the Southern African Consultation being held to mark the 10th Anniversary of the AU Peace and Security Council.
Consultation hosted in collaboration with African Centre for the Constructive Resolution of Disputes and the AU Commission.
Informed by the AUs ongoing efforts to enhance relations between the AU and relevant stakeholders from civil society and academia, toward the promotion of peace and security on the continent. 
This consultation provides an opportunity to reflect on the extent to which the implementation of the agreements on establishing the African Peace and Security Architecture have taken place, and to explore, from a Southern African perspective, the challenges and opportunities that have been presented.
An opportunity also to engage on the critical issue of civil society engagement with the African Union and think through the opportunities and challenges for collaborative complementary partnership building, to strengthen our collective commitment to peace and security on the continent.
These are not challenges with which the African Union has not previously engaged. Indeed the Accra Declaration of 2007, building from the 10th Extraordinary Session of the Executive Council held in Zimbali, South Africa on the 10th May 2007, almost 10 years ago to the day, outlined a clear programme of agreements towards the formation of a union government for Africa, “with the ultimate objective of creating the United States of Africa”.
A number of steps were outlined aimed at the creation of a Common African Market and the development of a roadmap that could deal with issues of subsidiarity and complementarity between the union and the RECs, as well as the financing of this programme.
This consultation provides an opportunity to reflect deeply on the reasons underlying the momentum that has been lost in the implementation of these far-reaching declarations, and recognise that many of the issues before us today are old issues for which solutions have already been proposed. It is not the absence of ideas or policy frameworks or declarations that holds us back, it is the gap between these ideas and the decisive leadership and collective commitment that is needed to overcome the challenges required to implement them.
The building of strong and effective institutions remains the central challenge and the most critical task facing the progressive movement on the continent.
As important as looking back and seeing where we have come from to get to this point we need also to look at the structural and proximate dynamics of the conflict systems that are affecting us and avoid being distracted by the urgency of our need to respond to the triggers of violence that all too often distract us from the main tasks at hand.
Recognising that the conflict systems affecting Africa at national level and within member states cannot be separated from the wider geopolitical balance of forces or the political economy and the manner in which resources and the global powers and private sector interests that seek access to these resources have both a stake and an interest in peace and security issues on the continent.
It is important also for us not to separate out the efforts of the AU from UN SG Boutro-Ghali’s 1992 Agenda for Peace, the 1993 Cairo  OAU Mechanism for Conflict Prevention, Management and Resolution, the AU PSC Protocol of 2002, and the the MoU on Cooperation in the area of Peace and Security in 2008 signed between the AU and 8 RECs which deals with the issues of subsidiarity, complementarity and comparative advantage. Remembering also the context of the Livingston Formula of 2010 which seeks to establish clear guidelines on the participation and involvement of Civil Society Organisations in the promotion of peace, security and stability on our continent and that recognises the value of engagement at the level of the PSC.
For ACCORD this consultation is indicative of a longstanding commitment and contribution to peace and security across Africa and to establishing relationships with the AU and the respective RECs
It is a great honour to have been approached by the AUC to spearhead the consultation and to develop recommendations on behalf of the region.
Fitting also to note that the consultation comes in the wake of the recently concluded AU High Level Retreat on Silencing the Guns in Africa, facilitated by ACCORD in Durban, under the leadership of the AUC Chairperson Nkosazana Dlamini-Zuma and the Commissioner for Peace and Security Amb Smail Chergui.
In keeping with the outcomes of this Retreat and important also for this consultation is the need for us to recognise that Peace and Security are interconnected with issues of Governance and the building of strong and effective institutions, with issues of the democratisation agenda, constitutionality and citizens participation, 
While institution building and putting the correct policy frameworks in place is a large part of the process of taking peace and security forward there are also still a number of challenges that go beyond this:
Acknowledging the central challenge surrounding issues of implementation, of turning policies into actions; and the slow progress we are making on turning policies into effective laws and frameworks, at regional level and in the national contexts of the member states
The financing of the institutions we have established is an ongoing area of additional concern, critical in terms of reducing dependency on external funding, finding the mechanisms for tapping into our own resource base and using African resources to ensure full ownership and control over our own strategic direction
[bookmark: _GoBack]This consultation provides an opportunity for discussion on issues of real cooperation and partnership, between the AUC, the member states and CSOs
And to put into perspective international partnerships – which come with much potential, but also risks and challenges
These two days will give us an opportunity to reflect on these challenges and how they affect us, and to look at how the shifting dynamics of conflict on the continent, the interconnections between the abundance of resources we have, and the driver of conflict that the exploitation of these resources create.
We need also to explore how these conflicts, and the efforts to address issues of peace and security, are being reported in the media, and the implications the perceptions that are created have for the AU, the PSC and SADC
And finally as SADC, we need to reflect on our own experiences of mediation, and our efforts to build peace, security and stability. What insights and lessons can we learn that will be useful to the AU PSC, as a REC what recommendations can we make to the continental body, that will sit alongside the wisdom and experience of the other regional blocs, and that will assist in strengthening our collective efforts to fundamentally change the destructive effect of violence and conflict on our continent.
Calls for openness and frank discussion, Action oriented approaches that connect our discussions to the realities on the ground.
Remembering the words of John Kuffuor who at the 9th Ordinary session of the AU in Accra said, and I quote “
"Permit me to state unambiguously that, given the complexities and practical difficulties in the path of attaining this Union Government in one form or the other, the topmost prerequisite facing us as leaders of the continent should be mutual respect and trust among us all. We must also acknowledge the necessity for shared values in terms of respect for human rights, principles of good governance and the rule of law. These values should constitute the fabric of the Union's budding institutions like the Pan-African Parliament and the Union Court of Justice and Human Rights. 
Since it was agreed that this all important issue of Union Government should be debated upon within our various countries by our respective citizenry, it is hoped that whatever we the leaders would put forward as our view-points will reflect the views of our peoples. This should make our contributions human-centred and clearly owned by our peoples.

"With this as our guiding principle, everything else should be secondary. Gender, religion and country should all be subsumed under the welfare of the peoples of Africa who empower us as their leaders to meet at this Summit. Only our peoples' ownership of this debate will give this conference its legitimacy and sustainability." END QUOTE
Let us seek to make practical suggestions on the way forward, that acknowledge openly and frankly the areas where we have failed our people, and that seek to provide the leadership and build the collective will to usher our continent into a new domain of peace, security, stability  and prosperity for all.
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